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rather than Egypt.
However, many
minerals and rock
fragments that
were found in its
clay (e.g. basalt)
indicate that it was
produced locally at
Megiddo, not in
southern Canaan.
In terms of tech-
nology, this pot-
tery also attempts
to imitate Egyptian
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The ‘Egyptianizing’ pottery from Megiddo’s EBI temple complex.

techniques and raw materials. Thus, it is easily distinguishable from the common

Early Bronze Age local wares.

This unexpected data opens new possibilities for interpretation of the Egyptian
presence in Canaan. First, if the initial interpretation of the Egyptianizing pottery
is acceptable, it means that Egyptian settlers colonized some locations in the more
northern parts of the country as well, perhaps within the Canaanite populations of
the larger settlements. Second, it shows that, contra the popular view that the ini-
tial Bronze Age urbanization process in Canaan arose under the impetus of Egyp-
tian stimulation, Canaan, or at least Megiddo, was already fully urbanized, or
even declining from its first urban cycle, when the first Egyptian civilization, as
shown in the material remains of Megiddo, was influencing Canaan. Finally, if
indeed the vessels were brought to the temple as some type of offering, it shows
an, until now, undetected cultural syncretism between the Egyptian element and

their Canaznite hosts.

Yuval Goren, Institute of Archaeology, Tel Aviv University

Thutmose III and the ‘Aruna Pass Survey

ow two (other) roads are
‘N here. One of the roads —
behold, it is [to the east of]
us, so that if comes out at Taanach.
The other — behold, it is to the north
side of Djefti, and we will come out to
the north of Megiddo. Let our victori-
ous lord proceed on the one of [them]
which is [satisfactory to] his heart,
(but) do not make us go on that diffi-
cult road!” (J. B. Pritchard. 4ncient
Near Eastern Texts. 1969: p. 234).
This inscription from the Temple
of Amun at Karnak in Upper Egypt
relates the advice of the Egyptian
King Thutmose I1I's generals during
the campaign of his 23rd year (1479
B.C.E.), as his armies marched to
meet a coalition of Canaanite forces at
Megiddo, led by the Prince of Kadesh
on the Orontes. His officers express
their fears about the narrow main
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highway as it crosses the hills separat-
ing the Sharon Plain from the Jezreel
Valley, worrying that they might have
to proceed ‘horse... after horse’, or
single file, leaving ‘the vanguard...
fighting while the [rear guard] is
awaiting... in Aruna, unable to fight.’
From these words of military
council to Thutmose 111 we learn ot
three of the four passes from which a
traveler may choose in order to cross
the central mountain range on his way
from Egypt, along the coastal plain,
through the Jezreel Valley and on to
Syria. Of the four, the southernmost,
the Ta‘anach Pass, traverses from
Baqa al-Gharbiya to the mound of
Ta‘anach; the northernmost, the
Yokne‘am Pass, leads into the Jezreel
Valley at Yokne‘am, biblical Jok-
neam. A fourth option, not mentioned
by Thutmose I, is to continue along
the coast up to modern-day Haifa.
The central pass, called ‘Aruna in
Thutmose I1I’s inscriptions, is the
most important of the four. Many
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Faunal Remains
from Megiddo

ones! Precious few of the
B human variety, fortunately,
but a veritable ‘apocalypse’
of those from our four-legged friends
are found at sites in Israel. So where
can a harried zooarchaeologist go for
a bit of renewal and mental refresh-
ment amidst this ubiquitous debris
from ancient carnage? Since our
zooarchaeological credo is “The More
Bones the Better,” there can be no
greater spiritual balm than to go to
one of the very centres of the investi-
gation, the Mother Lode of faunal
remains from sacred contexts, the
Megiddo Early Bronze cultic com-
plex, better known as ‘Area J’. Two
seasons of excavation (1994 and
1996) have recovered many thousands
of bones from the extensive sacrifices
made in the compound.

Most of the bones are of domestic
sheep and goats, with cattle a distant
third; pig was used every now and
then, as were, very rarely, gazelle and
fallow deer, both wild species.

Scattered among the chopped and
fragmented specimens are many ar-
ticulations — whole lower leg and toe
bones in correct anatomical position.
These are portions of the animal with
little meat value that are usually re-
moved as a unit during butchery.
Their presence tells us that the Area J
accumulations are relatively undis-
turbed; that is, we are digging up
bones that have stayed where they
were first discarded, rather than the
more common discovery of garbage
that has been moved around and re-
peatedly reburied, a complexity that
makes our task of interpretation much
tougher.

The bones represent the slaughter,
butcher and dismemberment, cooking,
eating and discarding of animals; in
other words, evidence of the whole
process of animal use that ended with
remains of meals eaten within the
sacred precinct, probably by cultic
personnel and worshippers.

Why do all these bones, which
actually represent a mountain of work,
provide such soul-calming relief?
Because they represent, for me at
least, a goldmine of research potential.
For the first time in the research of
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kings and generals have used this pass
on their way from Egypt to Syria,
from Pharaohs Thutmose III and
Sheshonk I to General Allenby, who
led an Australian light horse division
and the Tenth Indian Infantry en route
to meet the World War | Ottoman
forces.

‘Aruna is the name which appears
in the Egyptian sources, such as the
annals of Thutmose III and Sheshonk
I, and is preserved in the name of the
modern village of “Ara, which helped
in identifying the route —- still the
main road from the coast to Megiddo
and the north today.

The area of these passes is the
focus of my M.A. thesis. The work
includes field survey, which aims to
study the changing settlement patterns
along ‘Aruna Pass, and analysis of
previous surveys of the other three.
The intent is to shed light on differ-
ences in settlement pattern among the
four routes. Combined with the his-
torical records of their use, the re-
search may reveal which of the roads
were more popular during each period.

The current survey of the ‘Aruna
Pass area consists of one link in the
Megiddo Expedition’s larger, wide
area survey in the western Jezreel
Valley. It aims at a better understand-
ing of the economy, society and de-
mography of the surrounding
Megiddo countryside in each period in
relation to the information gathered
from the mound.

Within the framework of the
study, several colleagues and fellow
students and myself conducted field
survey which focused on the Wadi
Ara area, including a corridor of three
kilometers on either side of ‘Aruna
Pass. The intent is to map all the sites

A camel caravan. from C.A. Fisher’s 1929 report. The Excavations of

Armageddon. making its way through Wadi “Ara.

Map drawn by Judith Dekel
Map of the ‘Aruna Pass area near Megiddo.

within the designated area from the
Bronze, Iron and Persian Periods. The
information concerning the settlement
patterns of the northern and southern
passes will be collected from previous
surveys and excavations conducted by
other institutions.

The survey work consists of a
systematic pedestrian search for ar-
chaeological features, such as pottery
sherds, agricultural installations or
building remains. The team members
spread out at a distance of 20 to 30
metres from one another, then comb
the site for any datable finds, usually
pottery. The site is measured and, if
need be, photographed, and a descrip-
tion of the site, including all features
visible from the surface, is written.

Our hope is to discover unknown
sites and to better study those for
which an identification has already
been suggested. There have already
been some intriguing results. A total
of 24 sites from the relevant periods
have been investigated along ‘Aruna
Pass. Of them, some
were unknown from
previous surveys
and were dated ac-
cording to pottery
sherds found by our
team.

Judging from
the number of sites
(not accounting for
size or estimated
population), Wadi
‘Ara was the least
settled of the four
passes. s it possi-

ble that the situation on the hectic
highway which traverses the wadi,
used time and time again for military
expeditions, was such that settlers
were forced to concentrate at large
defensible towns or to build their
homes away from the road?

Students from the Department of
Archaeological of TAU participated in
the survey, some of whom also par-
ticipated in the educational program at
Tel Megiddo in 1996, making it their
second involvement in the Megiddo
Expedition.

Yuval Gadot
The Megiddo Expedition Staff
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Levantine sacrifice — sacrifice being
indisputably the most important form
of ancient worship — we have a
chance to get it right, to put sacrificial
activity and behaviour in context and
understand the social dynamics that
allowed the Megiddo temples and
their cultic institutions to command
animal resources from what must have
been a considerable distance.

Until our work at Megiddo, not a
single early sacred/temple area in all
the excavations in Israel had been
systematically investigated in a way
that would allow scholars to under-
stand the sacrificial system INDE-
PENDENTLY of textual descriptions.
Reconstructions of Canaanite sacrifice
have been largely retrojections of, or
contrasts with, Israelite sacrifice found
in the Hebrew Bible.

Because we don’t know how
complete, accurate or precise those
descriptions are, as we possess scant
comparative evidence from other
sources, it is doubly precarious to
reconstruct Canaanite sacrifice from
such an incomplete base. Our
Megiddo material comes from the
earliest stages of the Early Bronze
period, which precedes any Israelite
entity by more than a millennium and
a half. Israelite sacrifice developed
against the background of a diverse
Canaanite system (as well as that of
other peoples), and it makes more
sense to study it in that context.

The Megiddo faunal material
makes this more logical approach
possible for the first time.

Paula Wapnish
University of Alabama
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